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3.1. Introduction to Applicant  
 

3.1.1.a. Please provide the following details:  

(i) Applicant’s name, address and contact details  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1  

 

(ii) Named contact for liaison and correspondence between the BCI and the applicant, and 
for public purposes  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(iii) List of advisers including consultants, auditors, bankers and solicitors  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(iv) Where the application is conditional (i.e. linked to other application(s)), a numerical 
reference confirming that it is part of a set (e.g. if an applicant had three linked applications, 
they should be labelled 1 of 3, 2 of 3 and 3 of 3 respectively).  

 

3 of 3.  This application is conditional on the Applicant being awarded all 3 DTT television 
multiplex contracts.
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3.2. Summary of Application  
 

Applicants are invited to submit a brief summary of their application(s) to provide members 
of the public with an overview of their proposals. It should be no longer than two (2) typed 
A4 pages.  

 

Applicants shall also confirm the number of applications they are submitting in total, any 
conditions attached to their application(s) and any arrangements that must be completed 
before the applicant would be in a position to accept a contract, were it successful in its 
application.  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1
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3.3. 9(2)(a)  

 

The character of the applicant or, if the applicant is a body 
corporate, the character of the body and its directors, manager, 
secretary or other similar officer and its members and the 
persons entitled to the beneficial ownership of its shares.  

Applicants are required to provide, with reference to the requirements set out below, full 
details of the identity and current status of the entity submitting the application, its 
managers and its owners. Further information regarding the expertise, experience and the 
financial resources of the applicant are addressed in 9(2)(b) below. 

Applicants are also required to bring to the BCI’s attention any information that may 
influence the Commission’s opinion regarding their suitability to hold a multiplex contract.  

3.3.1. Entity  

3.3.1.a. What is the identity of the applicant? (Please include the names of all participants in 
the application, state when the applicant was formed and describe the history of the 
applicant to-date.) 
  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.3.1.b. What is your current legal status? If you are not currently a legal entity and if your 
application were successful, who would hold the contract?  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

Where the applicant is already a corporate body, please provide a copy of the certificate of 
incorporation, the registered address and CRO number of the applicant.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

  

3.3.1.c. If this application is conditional, i.e. it is linked to one or more other applications, 
what is the relationship between the respective applicants? Please provide details of any 
arrangement that exists between the applicants.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.3.2. Management  

3.3.2.a. Who are the members of the board of directors (or equivalent) of the applicant? (For 
each person please provide their name, address, age, nationality and current occupation)  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1   
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3.4. 9(2)(b)  

 

The adequacy of the expertise and experience and of the 
financial resources that will be available to each applicant and 
the extent to which the application accords with good economic 
principles  

For ease of reference, this criterion will be assessed in two parts:  

 • Expertise and experience available; and  

 • Adequacy of the available financial resources and accordance with good economic 
principles.  

3.4.2. Part 2 – Financial Resources and Accordance with Good Economic 
Principles  

 

This part of the application is divided into three sections:  

 • analysis of the marketplace;  

 • business plan; and  

 • funding arrangements.  

Applicants should bear in mind when providing information that the BCI will wish to consider 
the extent to which each application is in accordance with good economic principles.  

Analysis of the Marketplace  

Applicants are required to set out their analysis of the marketplace, in a concise and focused 
manner, including responses to the following:  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.4.2.a. What assessment have you made of Ireland’s economic prospects in the medium to 
long term? How has this influenced your proposals for the business plan? What assumptions 
have you made, implicitly or explicitly, regarding future trends in the population, number of 
households and socio-demographic mix?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1  
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3.4.2.b. How would you assess the existing market in Ireland for television services from a 
supply perspective (e.g. services available, pricing, service providers etc)? (This should cover 
all delivery platforms, including terrestrial, satellite, cable, MMDS and IPTV)? 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

 
3.4.2.c. How would you assess the same market from a demand perspective (e.g. 
consumers’ preferences and satisfaction levels, latent demand, attitudes to new 
technology and new services, willingness to spend)?  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

 

3.4.2.d. What opportunities do you believe exist at (i) the retail level and (ii) the wholesale 
level for DTT-delivered services, and why?  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

 
3.4.2.e. How would you describe the competitive situation in the television services market in 
Ireland and, in particular, the issues facing new entrants?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

 
3.4.2.f. Why do you believe there is a demand for the service(s) you propose, be it at the 
retail or wholesale level, and what evidence can you provide to demonstrate this demand?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.4.2.g. How would you segment the customer-base for the proposed service(s) on a 
meaningful basis? What is the typical profile and size of each segment?  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1  
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Business Plan  

This section consists of three components:  

 • a comprehensive overview of the applicant’s proposed business plan;  

 • a detailed set of financial projections; and  

 • accompanying notes to the projections.  

1. Overview  

The overview must set out the key strategic, commercial and operational elements of the 
proposed business. It should include answers to, but not be limited by, the following 
questions:  

3.4.2.h. What is the precise nature of the service or services proposed?   
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1  
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3.4.2.i. What are the commercial terms on which the service(s) will be offered (including 
pricing proposals and longer-term pricing strategy)?   

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.4.2.j. What are the features that will make this a compelling proposition to each of the 
customer segments?  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.4.2.k. In terms of sales, what distribution channels will be deployed for both DTT receivers 
and any subscription or other pay service, and how will these products and/or service(s) be 
marketed?   
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

  
3.4.2.l. How will the proposed service(s) impact on, and be affected by, competing services 
and/or products, both in the short and medium term, with regard to viewing behaviour and 
revenue?  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
 
 
3.4.2.m. What is the projected demand (in terms of acquisition of DTT receivers, take-up of 
subscription services and viewing levels) for this service(s) for each year of the licence and 
how have these projections been derived?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 
 
3.4.2.n. How have the cost projections for the various programme sources identified by the 
applicant with reference to section 3.5 been determined? What commercial issues, if any, 
have still to be resolved before the supply of the proposed programming is secured?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.4.2.o. What allowance, if any, has been made in the business plan to ensure that suitable 
DTT receivers will be available and what costs have been included to support the acquisition 
of the receivers (through subsidy or other means), as set out by the applicant with reference 
to section 3.6.   
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.4.2.p. How have the cost projections for (i) coding & multiplexing, (ii) feed distribution to 
transmitter sites and (iii) RF transmission been determined in support of the coverage and 
technical proposals set out by the applicant in response to sections 3.7 and 3.8 respectively? 
Please describe what risk assessment has been made of cost accuracy and stability over the 
licence period, the nature and scale of the risks identified and the provisions that have been 
made in the business plan for managing these risks.  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.4.2.q. What are the start-up costs and what capital expenditure will be required over the 
duration of the licence?  
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
 

3.4.2.r. How does the proposed business plan fit strategically with the existing business 
activities of the participants of the applicant?  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
 

3.4.2.s. What is the minimum acceptable pre-tax Internal Rate of Return for the business 
plan and how has this figure been arrived at?  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
 

3.4.2.t. What provisions have been made for platform-wide initiatives to develop and/or 
promote DTT and the facilitation of digital switch-over (for example, a common approach to 
information dissemination on coverage and receiver acquisition or a common EPG solution)? 
Please include details of costs.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.4.2.u. What risk assessment has been made of the business plan? What are the proposals 
for dealing with the identified risks? What contingency plans does the applicant propose to 
put in place?  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1  
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Applicants should include quantitative data wherever relevant including, as a minimum, the 
data requested in the market data template contained within the Excel workbook 
(reproduced in Annex 5 of this document). The Market Data Sheet is provided in Appendix G 

2. Financial Projections  

The financial projections should consist of an internally-consistent set of annual profit & loss, 
cash-flow and balance sheet statements using the Excel templates provided (and reproduced 
in Annex 4 of this document) to reflect the business plan described above.  

In addition, a set of financial projections, using the same templates as before, should be 
provided to illustrate the following hypothetical situation:  

  all revenue is ten percent (10%) lower than in the base-case projections for each and 
every year of the licence period.  

All projections must be drawn up on a calendar year basis (i.e. ending 31
st 

December) and 
presented in the format specified in the templates. Starting 1 January 2008, they must 
extend forwards to cover the full 12 years of the DTT multiplex licence period. Details of any 
partial year figures should be given in the accompanying notes.  

All monetary values must be expressed in constant 2008 Euros (i.e. real not nominal prices) 
and exclude VAT.  

3. Accompanying Notes  

3.4.2.v. Please provide a comprehensive set of notes to accompany the financial projections 
including:  

(i) A projected breakdown of households receiving DTT in terms of basic and premium 
subscriptions and free-to-air only at the Mid-point of each year of the licence period.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(ii) Projections for the number of TV households, by platform, that use DTT for secondary 
viewing (e.g. televisions in kitchens, bedrooms etc).   

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(iii) The composition of DTT secondary televisions in terms of free-to-air only and 
subscription (basic and premium) and their projected share of the pay-TV market.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(iv) Explanation of how each line in the Profit & Loss projections has been arrived at, 
including details of all underlying assumptions.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(v) Details of the timing and size of the funding requirement with reference to the cash-flow 
projections and, for each year of the projections, the maximum level of borrowings drawn 
under all facilities.  
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Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

  

(vi) A comprehensive breakdown of all capital expenditure projections (consistent with the 
overview and cash-flow projections) by category and calendar year. 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

 (vii) An explanation of the accounting principles on which the financial projections have 
been prepared, and confirmation that they are in accordance with accepted accounting 
standards in Ireland.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

Separate notes must be provided for the projections dealing with the sensitivity test. They 
must include details of any deviation from the situations described in the accompanying 
notes described above.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(i) A projected breakdown of households receiving DTT in terms of basic and premium 
subscriptions and free-to-air only at the Mid-point of each year of the licence period. 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(iii) The composition of DTT secondary televisions in terms of free-to-air only and 
subscription (basic and premium) and their projected share of the pay-TV market.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

 (iv) Explanation of how each line in the Profit & Loss projections has been arrived at, 
including details of all underlying assumptions.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(v) Details of the timing and size of the funding requirement with reference to the cash-flow 
projections and, for each year of the projections, the maximum level of borrowings drawn 
under all facilities.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

Funding Arrangements  

This section consists of three components:  

 • An account of the applicant’s funding strategy;  

 • The financial standing of the applicant; and  

 • Evidence of the available financial resources.  
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1. Funding Strategy  

The funding strategy must detail how the applicant proposes to meet all pre-operational and 
subsequent funding requirements by addressing the following questions: 

3.4.2.w. What are the funding requirements of the business plan prior to contract, prior to 
launch and after the launch of the service through to the end of the licence period? 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.4.2.x. How do you propose to meet these requirements? Please provide full details of all 
proposed funding including timing, amount, source and nature of the funding. This must 
include a clear distinction between drawing upon existing resources and putting new facilities 
in place.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.4.2.y. What flexibility is there in the proposed funding arrangements to deal with 
significant deviations from the business plan?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.4.2.z. What alternative financial resources does the applicant have access to if the 
proposed funding is not forthcoming or sufficient?  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

2. Financial Standing  

Where the applicant is already a corporate body, the following must be provided (the 
following should be read in conjunction with the information requirements set out in section 
3.3 above):  

3.4.2.aa. Full details of the equity share capital of the company.  
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
 

3.4.2.bb. Full details of all other share capital already in issue, including all forms of 
preference shares, convertible loan stock, options, and warrants.  
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
 

3.4.2.cc. Full details of the borrowing facilities currently available to the company, or to the 
parent company in the case of inter-group funding, and the extent to which they are 
currently drawn down. This must include the amount and terms of all borrowings 
(repayment details, covenants, etc.), any security provided and charges against company (or 
other group company) assets, and the names and addresses of lenders of and guarantors to 
any of the facilities.  
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.4.2.dd. Full details of any contingent liabilities and off-balance sheet financing 
arrangements.  
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

3.4.2.ee. The applicant must also provide audited accounts of the applicant company for the 
most recently completed financial year. If these are not yet available, audited accounts for 
the previous financial year, together with any interim financial statement, and draft accounts 
or management accounts for the most recent financial year should be provided.  

If the applicant's financial position is supported by a guarantee, the latest available audited 
accounts of the guarantor should also be provided.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

Where the applicant is not yet incorporated, the following must be provided:  

3.4.2.ff. Full details of the proposed capitalisation plan including the proposed timing and 
current status of the proposals.  
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
 

3.4.2.gg. Full details of the financial interest of each proposed investor in the applicant 
company.  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
 

3. Evidence  

In providing supporting evidence, the applicant must demonstrate so far as possible that 
sufficient resources are available or will be forthcoming.  

Where new share capital is to be raised, the following should be provided:  

3.4.2.hh. A clear statement of commitment from investors including details of the timing and 
amount(s) to be made available.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1  

3.4.2.ii. Written evidence that arrangements for the provision of new equity are achievable 
including details of any pre-conditions or other obligations that must be met. For example:  

(i) Where existing corporate shareholders are to subscribe for further equity, a Board minute 
approving their investment should be provided.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1  

 

(ii) Where new capital is to be raised in the market, a comfort letter from financial advisers 
or stockbrokers confirming that such a capital-raising exercise would be possible assuming 
no material change in current market conditions.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.4.2.jj. Where specified investors have committed to subscribe for more than 5 per cent of 
the applicant's total financing, copies of the most recently available audited accounts 
together with written confirmation of agreement in principle to making the investment 
covering:  

(i) the amount to be invested;  

(ii) the percentage shareholding; and  

(iii) any pre-conditions to making the investment. 

In the case of private shareholders or where the above is not feasible, investors should 
provide an independently-verified statement regarding their capacity to invest the required 
funds.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

Where new borrowings are proposed in whatever form, the following should be provided:  

3.4.2.kk. Written evidence that in principle such arrangements are available. This should be 
in the form of a letter of intent from the principal lenders, covering the following points:  

(i) the amount, type and duration of the facility;  

(ii) the drawdown schedule;  

(iii) the approximate costs of the facility, within an indicative range;  

(iv) any security or guarantee required in support of the facility;  

(v) full details of any conditions precedent;  

(vi) the principal covenants (including specific details of cover ratios);  

(vii) details of warranties and undertakings given under the financing agreements and details 
of events of default; and  

(viii) the length of time required to put the facility in place, including details of any due 
diligence or prior obligations which would need to be met for the financing to be available.  

 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
 

In the event that some security or guarantee is required, evidence that this will be available.  

In support of their funding proposals, applicants are invited to:  

3.4.2.ll. Give a clear commitment regarding the amount of funding (both in absolute terms 
and as a percentage of the total funding requirement) that would be put in place prior to, or 
at the time of, the finalisation of the contract;  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

3.4.2.mm. Provide a detailed timetable of the steps that need to be taken before the finance 
is available; and  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.4.2.nn. Express their longer term commitment to the development and continuation of DTT 
in Ireland, especially under adverse conditions.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.5. 9(2)(c)  

 

Range and type of programme material or compilations of 
programme material proposed to be included in the multiplex 
by the applicant and how the applicant proposes to secure the 
continued inclusion of such material  

For this criterion, applicants are required to provide details on their programming strategy, 
including their provisions for allowing access to channel capacity and accommodating high 
definition television, and the range and type of programme material being proposed.  

Programming Strategy  

3.5.1.a. What is the applicant’s vision for programme content delivered on the DTT platform?  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.5.1.b. What is the strategy for creating and sustaining the mix of content proposed on the 
multiplex, both at the commencement of transmission and over the duration of the multiplex 
contract?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.5.1.c. What specific proposals, if any, are there for providing content providers with access 
to the multiplex in a manner that is fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

  
3.5.1. d. Please detail the policy, strategy and specific proposals, if any, for the 
carriage of content in high definition (HD) format over the short (1-3 years), medium 
(3-5 years) and long term (5-10 years).  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

Range and Type of Programme Material or Compilations of Programme 
Material  

Applicants are required to set out in detail the programme content to be carried on the 
multiplex and the rationale for the mix proposed4. Issues that must be addressed include, 
but should not be limited by, the following:  
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3.5.1.e. What is your assessment of viewing patterns of audiences in Ireland, both current 
and historic, and how has this informed your programming proposals?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.5.1.f. In the case of television content, how many and what type of channels are 
proposed?  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
 
 
3.5.1.g. What is the ratio of indigenous to non-indigenous services and content proposed?  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.5.1.h. What is the ratio of free-to-air to subscription and/or other pay-TV content?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.5.1.i. Please describe the diversity of sources of news, information and current affairs 
contained within the range and type of content proposed.  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
 

3.5.1.j. What level of assistive services is proposed? (Please include a description of the 
services proposed and comment on the quality of services that might be expected)  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

  

3.5.1.k. How will the range and type of content proposed extend choice to viewers? To what 
extent will it appeal to a variety of tastes and interests?  
 
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1
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3.5.1.l. To what extent are the range and type of programming proposed innovative and/or 
not already available to audiences in the State?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.5.1.m. Please provide details of the proposed broadcast schedule illustrating how content 
would be fitted into an overall schedule of broadcasting across the multiplex and indicate the 
time/s of the day and the day/s of the week on which each service will be broadcast and the 
target audience(s).  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 
 

3.5.1.n. For each television channel/compilation of programme material, please detail the 
period for which it is proposed such material will be carried. Please indicate whether the 
proposed material has already been secured by way of formal agreement between the 
applicant and the source of the content.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

  

3.5.1.o. Where the continued inclusion of a channel/compilation of programme material has 
not been secured, what are the applicant’s proposals for either (i) securing the material’s 
continued inclusion and the period of time for which such continued inclusion will be sought 
or (ii) obtaining alternative content?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.5.1.p. Multiplex operators are responsible for ensuring that all content carried on their 
multiplexes are licensed. Please confirm that all content is appropriately licensed or, if 
appropriate, describe what plans you have to address this requirement.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.5.1.q. Where relevant, applicants must explain the type of content proposed in HD format 
and comment on the steps it proposes to take to source and fund the content. The applicant 
should explain how it proposes to accommodate such content on the multiplex and describe 
the impact that carriage of HD content may have on the range and type of programming 
going forward.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.5.1.r. Please describe the extent to which the programme proposals utilise spectrum 
efficiently and comment on the expected levels of audio and visual quality and explain how 
this has influenced the rationale behind your programming strategy.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.5.1.s. Please describe what non-programme data would be included in the proposed 
service(s) and the amount of capacity allocated to it.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

Please demonstrate how your proposals for programming are supported by relevant and 
appropriate market research, cross-referring where appropriate to your responses to section 
3.4.2, the analysis of the marketplace.  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.6. 9(2)(d)  

 

In the case of a television multiplex, the proposals by the 
applicant for promoting the acquisition by persons in the 
proposed coverage area of equipment capable of – (i) receiving 
all of the television multiplexes available or expected to be 
available in that area, including the national multiplex referred 
to in section 3(2)(a), and (ii) enabling such persons to keep 
themselves informed of the choice of programme material 
included in those multiplexes  
 
To demonstrate their proposals in relation to this criterion, applicants are requested to 
provide information in two parts dealing respectively with:  
 
• reception of all television multiplexes; and  
 
• keeping informed of choices.  
 
 
3.6.1. Reception of all television multiplexes  

3.6.1.a. Describe generally your strategy for promoting the acquisition of equipment capable 
of receiving all multiplexes available or expected to be available in the coverage area 
proposed.  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.6.1.b. How will you ensure that consumers can obtain equipment that meets or exceeds 
the functionality requirements set out in section 2.2.2?  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

 3.6.1.c. If you propose to employ Conditional Access (CA), please describe your approach to 
supplying the means of reception to authorised viewers (e.g. the supply of a proprietary set-
top box, a CA Module, a decoder card etc.) and please provide the following information:-  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

  

(i)  How will your proposed implementation facilitate interoperability between multiplexes, 
such that viewers may receive all available DTT program services on a single receiving 
device (subject to obtaining the necessary authorizations)?  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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(ii)  Outline how inconvenience to consumers can be minimised in cases where more than 
one type of CA system may be deployed?   

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(iii)  Confirm that any equipment proposed will meet the functionality requirements set out 
in section 2.2.2 and describe any additional features that exceed the core 
requirements for DTT receivers.   

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(iv) Confirm if the receiving equipment will be rented, sold, provided free-of-charge or 
subsidised.  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(v) Provide details of any proposals you may have in respect of associated customer support 
services (e.g. hotlines, repairs) and billing- and conditional access-related services to the 
consumer.  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(vi) Confirm the status of ownership and operability of any receiving equipment upon 
termination/ suspension of a subscription contract. (Please confirm whether or not the 
equipment will continue to receive FTA services in such an event.)  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.6.1.d. How do you propose to disseminate information to members of the consumer 
electronics retail and installation trades and to the public regarding the rollout and extent of 
coverage from the proposed network and any other information needed to obtain your 
service? Please include details such as proposals relating to interference-limited coverage 
maps, help desks, sales centres, information publication and online services including 
internet website publications.  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.6.1.e. Are you prepared to support a common information dissemination strategy, involving 
all multiplex contractors, to provide such information through a single source? What 
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commitment would you be willing to make in supporting any such entity? Please include 
details of any associated financial implications in section 3.4.  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.6.2. Keeping Informed of Choices  

3.6.2.a. What are your proposals for keeping consumers up-to-date with programme service 
offerings, including any proposals relating to the development and operation of an EPG?  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.6.2.b. If you propose to develop and operate an EPG, what is your policy towards 
providing such a service on a common basis with other multiplex contractors and how this 
would be implemented in practice? What commitment would you be willing to make to the 
support of any such joint arrangement? (Please include details of any associated financial 
implications in section 3.4.)  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.7. 9(2)(e)  

 

In the event that the Commission has specified a minimum 
coverage area pursuant to section 8(5), the extent of the 
coverage area proposed to be achieved by the applicant  

The Commission requires multiplex contractors to provide its minimum predicted coverage of 
ninety percent (90%) of the population in the State, for each multiplex, at, or immediately 
following, ASO (see section 2.2). Applicants are required to submit a detailed transmission 
plan which must include the 11 primary sites (listed in Annex 1) as well as a selection of sites 
(from the list set out in Annex 2), which, in the opinion of the applicant, will provide at least 
the minimum 90% predicted coverage, at ASO.  

Applicants may choose to transmit from a different location at one or more of the 
transmission sites.  

3.7.1.a. In relation to this criterion, applicants are required to set out their proposals for 
achieving, and, if appropriate, exceeding, this coverage requirement, by providing maps 
showing computer-predicted coverage plots, together with any supporting information 
necessary for the correct interpretation of the maps.  
 

These maps should indicate predicted transmission coverage at:  

(i) the launch of the service  

(ii) annually thereafter or at other major rollout-phase milestones and  

(iii) analogue switch off.  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.7.1.b. A table should be provided that sets out the predicted population coverage (as a 
percentage of the total population in the State) at:  

(i) the launch of the service  

(ii) annually thereafter or at other major rollout-phase milestones and  

(iii) analogue switch off.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

The computer-predicted coverage plots, superimposed on a suitable map, must be provided 
in the application in an A4 or A3 format and as a high resolution image file on an 
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accompanying CD. These plots should be for noise-limited coverage. The relevant 
parameters that must be applied when predicting coverage are specified in Annex 3.  

3.7.1.c. Please confirm that the predicted coverage will meet the 90% minimum predicted 
population coverage requirement at completion of ASO. (Indicate the data and method used 
to predict population coverage and provide details of any additional transmitter stations, 
frequency changes or ERP increases that will be required at ASO to achieve the 90% 
threshold.)  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.8. 9(2)(f)  
 

The technical proposal, including a timetable for 
implementation, regarding the establishment, maintenance and 
operation of the multiplex  

Applicants are required to set out their technical proposals in three sections dealing with 
transmission, distribution and multiplexing respectively.  

Transmission proposals  

In this section, applicants should elaborate on the transmission plans provided in response to 
the previous section, with reference to the following questions.  

3.8.1.a. What is your proposed strategy in relation to transmission coverage? How will 
coverage be rolled out over the duration of the contract? (Please include details of the 
proposed timing, set out the critical assumptions underpinning the proposals and identify 
sites where commissioning of the site is envisaged after ASO.)  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

3.8.1.b. Provide details of the transmission sites proposed by the applicant and the 
associated technical characteristics. These must be provided in the format set out in the 
following table:-  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

  
 

3.8.1.c. The antenna radiation pattern proposed in respect of each multiplex transmitted at a 
site should be provided. In cases where both HP and VP are used at the site, a pattern for 
each polarisation should also be provided. Confirmation is required from the site/mast 
owner/operator that this radiation pattern can be accommodated in the manner proposed.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 
3.8.1.d. What are the details of the modulation scheme, FEC code rate and guard interval 
proposed for each multiplex (see ComReg 07/90b, section 2.3.4 and table 19)? (Please 
indicate any variations envisaged in modulation scheme/s at various phases, both before and 
after analogue switch off.)  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

3.8.1.e. The required transmission coverage must be achieved with a satisfactory level of 
technical quality and reliability. Please confirm your commitment to achieve a 99.8% service 
operational availability5 at the main transmission sites (analogous to those listed in Annex 1) 
and demonstrate how this will be achieved, including details of the proposed equipment and 
redundancy provisions. If such a level of availability cannot be guaranteed, please explain 
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what level can be achieved and how, in you view, this is sufficient to ensure the technical 
quality and reliability of the multiplex service.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

  

3.8.1.f. How do you propose to ensure that timing and synchronisation are maintained in 
Single Frequency Networks (SFN)? What is the proposed approach, and rationale for any 
such approach, for dealing with a situation in which synchronisation of one or more 
transmitters in an SFN is lost?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

 
Distribution Proposals  

3.8.1.g. What is your proposed strategy for distributing the combined content from the 
multiplex facility to the proposed transmission sites?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.8.1.h. Please describe the specific means (e.g. terrestrial radio link, fibre/copper wire, or 
satellite/dual feed satellite) which you propose to use for carriage of multiplexes from the 
head end to the transmission sites.  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 
3.8.1.i. The information should be provided in a table, on a site-by-site basis, in the 
format below or in an equivalent graphical representation.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.8.1.j. Please confirm that antenna and equipment locations are available at the sites 
proposed to support your proposal.  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.8.1.k. Please confirm your commitment to achieve 99.99% service operational availability 
(equivalent to a total outage of 52 minutes per year per path) for the distribution system, 
and demonstrate how this will be achieved, including details of proposed equipment and 
system redundancy. If such a level of availability cannot be guaranteed, please explain what 
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level of availability the system is designed to achieve and how, in your view, this will ensure 
a sufficiently high level of technical quality and reliability for the multiplex service.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

  

 

Multiplexing Proposals  

3.8.1.l. What is your proposed strategy in relation to the multiplexing of content? (Please 
indicate whether the facility will be provided on a stand-alone basis or at a shared multiplex 
centre and provide details of the proposed location of the multiplexing facility and rationale 
for same.)  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.8.1.m. What, in percentage terms, do you expect the use of capacity on the multiplex to 
be for (i) programme and programme-related content and (ii) non-programme related data?  
How do you intend to ensure that the programme and programme-related data will always 
exceed the eighty percent (80%) minimum requirement (see section 2.2.3)? 

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 
3.8.1.n. What, in percentage terms, do you expect the use of capacity on the multiplex to be 
for the following purposes?  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 
(i) television content (SD and HD content);  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(ii) digital teletext;  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

  

(iii) other interactive services; EPG;  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

 (iv) SI;  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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(v) radio content;  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

(vi) Assistive services and other services that will require more than 0.5% of the available 
multiplex capacity. 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.8.1.o. Please indicate your proposed approach to ensuring a sufficiently high level of 
technical quality for the multiplex service, including necessary video and audio bit-rates for 
programme content. Supporting information should be provided where possible using the 
format below:  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 
3.8.1.p. How will the Service Information (SI) be compiled and what is the mechanism 
proposed for SI cross-carriage?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

3.8.1.q. Please provide details of the middleware proposed to support the proposed 
EPG service, if any, and confirm whether, and if so how, over-the-air software 
updates will be provided.  
Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

3.8.1.r. Do you propose to carry access services (audio description (AD), subtitling, signing)? 
If so, please indicate how these services will be originated and sourced and detail the 
mechanism for provision including (i) whether the AD service will be provided by a separate 
audio stream for user mixing with programme sound, or whether a composite audio stream 
containing both audio description and programme sound will be premixed and provided as 
an additional audio service and (ii) the typical bit rate proposed for such services. Supporting 
information should be provided using the format below:  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

3.8.1.s. How will the programme services, to be carried on the multiplex, be sourced, e.g. 
terrestrial rebroadcast link, satellite, direct input (including fibre or terrestrial radio link from 
studio)? Please provide the rationale.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

3.8.1.t. Please indicate your commitment to achieve a 99.99% service operational availability 
of the multiplex facility (equivalent to a total outage of 52 minutes per year) and 
demonstrate how this will be achieved with reference to location, equipment, and equipment 
redundancy. If such a level of availability cannot be guaranteed, please provide the level of 
availability proposed and how, in your view, this will provide a sufficiently high level of 
technical quality and reliability for the multiplex service.  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.9. 9(2)(g)  

 

The duty imposed on the Commission under section 4(5) 
Section 4(5) states:  

It shall be the duty of the Commission to endeavour to arrange 
for the broadcasting of any television broadcasting service in 
Northern Ireland that is notified to the Commission by the 
Minister, being a service that is receivable throughout the 
whole of Northern Ireland and is provided by terrestrial means, 
by digital means under a multiplex contract.  

The purpose of the following questions is to ascertain how, and to what extent, an applicant 
might accommodate the inclusion on the multiplex of television service(s) (receivable 
throughout the whole of Northern Ireland and provided by terrestrial means), in the event 
that a notification is made by the Minister to the Commission, further to the provisions of 
section 4(5) of the 2007 Act.  

3.9.1.a. How might one or more such services be accommodated on the multiplex? Your 
response should set out the capacity, if such is available, to accommodate any such service, 
the means proposed for channel sourcing and any issues you anticipate might arise in 
respect of SI, EPG or other signalling.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

  

3.9.1.b. How would such a notification impact on the television programme content already 
carried on the multiplex and agreements entered into by you in respect of the carriage of 
content?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.9.1.c. What impact do you anticipate such a notification may have on your business plans 
and financial projections?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.9.1.d. How is your ability to accommodate such a notification affected by the attachment, 
or not as the case may be, of any conditionality to this application?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.10. 9(2)(h)  

 

Any other matters which the Commission considers to be 
necessary to secure the orderly establishment, maintenance 
and operation of multiplexes  

In addition to the specific requirements covered under previous criteria, the BCI will assess 
the overall realism shown in each application, as suggested by the level of coherence 
between the proposals and any supporting research or other data; the degree of optimism 
exhibited in the financial projections and underlying assumptions; and the application of 
good risk management principles. The BCI will also take account of the following:  

 • Timeframe for commencement of transmission;  

 • Media concentration considerations; and  

 • Achievement of statutory and BCI Policy objectives.  

Timeframe for Commencement of Transmission   

Section 4(4) of the Act requires the Commission to endeavour to arrange, as a matter of 
priority, for the establishment, maintenance and operation of three national television 
multiplexes (emphasis added). The Commission considers it desirable that BCI-licensed DTT 
multiplex contractors commence transmission at the earliest possible date. For this reason, 
the BCI shall have regard to the overall timeframe proposed by applicants for 
implementation of their proposals, including the date proposed for commencement of 
transmission should the multiplex contract be awarded.  

3.10.1.a. Are any consents, clearances, permissions or approvals (including EC Merger 
approval) necessary or appropriate, or other conditions needing to be met either before or 
after the contract is awarded?  

Where appropriate, please provide details, including a timetable, for satisfying the 
requirement(s).  

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

  

 

3.10.1.b. Please submit a critical path analysis identifying all key actions and decisions 
required on the applicant’s part and their timescale from the time of the award of the 
contract to the on-air date.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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3.10.1.c. How is your ability to progress to commencing transmissions affected, if at all, by 
the attachment, or not as the case may be, of any conditionality to this application?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 
 
Media Concentration Considerations  

The BCI’s DTT Multiplex Licensing Policy (2008) states that the Commission shall have 
regard to “the desirability of allowing any person, or group of persons, to have control of, or 
substantial interests in, an undue amount of the communications media in the area covered 
by the multiplex contract (i.e. the State).”6  

3.10.1.d. With reference to the information provided in section 3.3, please identify and 
provide details of the following:  

(i) All substantial interests held (either directly or indirectly) by the applicant or by any 
member of the applicant or by any director of the applicant in the communications media in 
the State;  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

 

(ii) Control - exercised directly or indirectly, by the applicant or by any member of the 
applicant or by any director of the applicant - of any communications media in the State. 

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.10.1.e. The applicant should state why, in its view, the award of one (or more) DTT 
multiplex contract(s) to the applicant would not result in the applicant having control of, or 
substantial interests in, an undue amount of the communications media in the State.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

 

Applicants should discuss the context in which their statement is made, with reference to the 
following:  

(i) The totality of the communications media in the State  

(ii) The share of the total audience of the various communications media in the State  
 

The BCI shall apply two tests in order to determine if an individual or entity has more than a 
reasonable share of the communications media in the State:  
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 • A test of substitutability i.e. in assessing the extent to which one communications media 
may be deemed to be a substitute for another  

 • Regarding an applicant’s ability to influence opinion-forming power, a test of 
dominance, applying the applicant’s audience share of the communications media (in 
which it holds a substantial or controlling interest), in the State  

3.10.1.f. Applicants are invited to comment on their proposals in the context of the above 
tests.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

Achievement of Statutory and BCI Policy Objectives  

3.10.1.g. Please provide a general statement on the nature and duration of your 
commitment to the orderly establishment, maintenance and operation of DTT in Ireland.  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

It is the Commission’s policy that a driver or champion for DTT is highly desirable for the 
promotion and success of the platform.  

3.10.1.h. What proposals, if any, do you have for co-operating with other multiplex operators 
in the promotion of the platform, both at the launch of DTT and over the period of the 
multiplex contract? Please comment on your willingness to collaborate with other DTT 
multiplex operators and to participate in the promotion of the platform.  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.10.1.i. What are your proposals for the establishment, operation and funding of a platform 
driver?  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

The BCI wishes to accommodate and recognise any innovative proposals that would have a 
beneficial influence on the development of the DTT platform and are not adequately 
addressed under the earlier criteria (a) to (g).  

3.10.1.j. What aspects, if any, of your application do you believe are innovative and will 
contribute to the success of DTT? How would you describe the benefits and costs of the 
proposal(s) and confirm the extent to which they are reflected in the business plan and 
financial projections.  
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Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

The BCI will have regard to whether the success of the DTT platform is likely to be better 
served by awarding the three multiplex contracts to a single applicant (or two or more 
applicants acting in a coordinated manner) through a series of conditional applications or to 
three applicants acting independently.  

3.10.1.k. What are the specific merits, if any, of your application viz a viz the inclusion or 
exclusion of any related conditionality with regard to the success of the DTT platform as a 
whole?  
 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 

 

3.10.1.l. Are there any other aspects of your proposal not described in any of the above 
responses that you believe are relevant to realising the broad DTT objectives of the 
Broadcasting (Amendment) Act 2007 as well as the objectives of the BCI’s DTT Multiplex 
Licensing Policy (2008)?  

 

Refer to Application for DTT Multiplex Contract 1 
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