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GENERAL

The Broadcasting Commission of Ireland (“BCI”), in accordance with
Section 5 of the Radio and Television Act, 1988 (“the 1988 Act”)
hereby invites applications for the award of a sound broadcasting
contract for a period of ten years for the provision of a quasi-
national sound broadcasting service on the AM band, with
supplemental low power VHF-FM transmitter stations.

The service will have a broad-format and focus on religious and
Christian affairs of relevance to listeners in the 15+ age group in the
State.

The service area will include a large part of the State but not universal
coverage. The majority of the land mass should be served using a
transmission network operating on frequencies in the MF-AM Band.
Supplemental coverage to city and other large urban areas may be
proposed using low-power FM transmitter stations.

Applications must strictly comply with the ‘Application Form’ set out in
Section 5 of this Guide. The BCI reserves the right to disqualify
applications which do not comply with this format.

The attention of applicants is drawn to the 1988 Act, the Broadcasting
Act, 2001 (“the 2001 Act”), the BCIl Ownership and Control Policy
(2005)*, The Children’s Code, Access Rules and the Codes of
standards, practice and prohibitions in advertising, sponsorship and
other forms of commercial promotion in broadcasting services drawn
up by the Minister for Arts, Culture and the Gaeltacht (collectively “the
Advertising Codes™).?

The BCI will also expect that good human resources practices are in
place in respect of the employees of each sound broadcasting service.
The development of proper studios and transmission facilities is
considered essential and the BCI will expect that all studio premises
will provide full access for people with disabilities (employees &
visitors).

The BCI Ownership and Control (2005) is available on request from the BCI’s offices and on its

website: http://www.bci.ie/licensing/radio/commercial.html.

The Advertising Codes are available on request from the BClI’s offices and on its website:

http://www.bci.ie/codes/index.html.
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2. PROCEDURE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS

i) The application must be presented in the format prescribed in
Section 5 of this Guide and include all of the information
requested therein.

i) The application must be typed in letter quality type-face, or
printed, presented in an A4 format. It must also be bound, by
comb or wire, between covers. All pages should be numbered.

ili) The BCI encourages the submission of applications which are
clear, concise and simple in layout and style.

iv) The BCI discourages applicants from submitting over-elaborate
applications, including videos and supplementary promotional
material. This does not apply to the submission of demonstration
(demo) material. Where relevant, demo material must be
submitted in either CD or mini-disc format.

V) Applicants are required to submit twenty (20) copies of their
application (including twenty (20) copies of any demo material)
as well as one electronic copy of the same application, in PDF
format, for publication on the BCIl's website; all copies must
reach the BCl's offices by 12 p.m. on Wednesday, 25"
October 2006. Copies may be submitted in either Irish or
English but at least one copy of all material should be submitted
in English.

vi) A fee of €30,000 must accompany each application.
Unsuccessful applicants will be refunded €21,000.

vii) Where necessary, applications may be supplemented by
appendices, providing detailed statistical and other back-up
information. Applicants are strongly encouraged to include all key
information within the main body of the application and any
detailed back-up information in appendices. Appendices should
be clearly numbered, cross-referenced and bound in a single
volume.
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viii) Public Access. Applications will be made available for public

inspection at the BCI’'s offices, on its website www.bci.ie and in
the public library in the ILAC Centre, Dublin 1, from 13"
November 2006.

iX) Submission of Confidential information. The BCI may deny
members of the public access to material forming part of an
application where it seems appropriate that such material should
be treated as confidential. Information that may be deemed to be
of a confidential nature includes, inter alia, information that is
commercially sensitive and information the disclosure of which
would involve a breach of a confidentiality obligation which the
applicant owes to a third party.

Applicants are required to comply with the following

guidelines in respect of information which they consider to

be confidential information:

e Information which an applicant considers to be confidential
must be presented in an annexe to the application; the
annexe should be marked “confidential”.

e The applicant’s reasons for believing that the public should not
have access to the material in question must be outlined in a
separate covering letter.

e Where the BCI believes that material that an applicant has
placed in a confidential annexe should be made available for
inspection, it will enter into discussions with the applicant with
the view to reaching an agreement as to the extent of
disclosure. If an agreement cannot be reached, within a
reasonable period having regard to the BCIl’'s timeframe, the
BCl will treat the relevant information as having been
withdrawn and consider the remainder of the application as
being the submission from that applicant.

e Each applicant shall be responsible for providing the BCI with
such authorisations, waivers and/or indemnities as it may
reasonably require in connection with the disclosure to
members of the public of material contained in his application.

e Any agreements between the BCI and an applicant in respect
of confidential information are without prejudice to the
obligations of the BCI arising under the Freedom of
Information Act, 1997. In particular, applicants should note
that on completion of the decision-making process,
information may be made available further to requests under
the Freedom of Information Act, 1997. The BCIl undertakes
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that it will consult about the publication of any information
that was agreed to be confidential at the time of the decision-
making process before making a decision on any Freedom of
Information request received.

X) Competition Act, 2002. Applicants should also be aware of the
terms of the Co-operation Agreement between the Broadcasting
Commission of Ireland and the Competition Authority, concluded
further to the provisions of Section 34 of the Competition Act
2002.° The agreement makes provision for the disclosure of
information, by the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland to the
Competition Authority, in certain circumstances.

A copy of the Agreement is available on the BCI’s website at www.bci.ie
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3.

PROCEDURES FOR DECISION-MAKING

3.1

€))

@)

)

)

)

®)

)

)

Phase 1: Initial consideration and short-listing

The following procedure will be followed by the BCI in deciding
to which applicant, if any, the contract will be awarded:

All applications will be forwarded to the Members of the BCI
(“Members”) together with a summary of each such
application prepared by the Executive. The summaries will be
structured using the headings set out in Section 4 -
Assessment of Applications of this Guide (the “Headings”) and
highlight the issues of relevance under such Headings.

Each summary will include an evaluation, by the Executive,
under the relevant Headings of the applicant’s proposals, by
reference to the criteria set out in Section 6(2) of the 1988
Act, as amended by Section 60 of the 2001 Act (“the Statutory
Criteria”).

Applications will be assessed by each Member under each of
the Headings by reference to the summaries and the Statutory
Criteria.

Following this, the applications will be discussed, in a collegiate
manner, by the Members, at a Board meeting, under each of
the Headings by reference to the Statutory Criteria.

Following such discussions, Members will individually select for
short-listing one or more applications which they consider to
be the strongest.

Applications that receive the most support, based on a tally of
the Members’ preferences, will be short-listed for public
hearing. Applications which do not receive sufficient support
will be excluded.

Alternatively, the BCl may decide:
i. To award the contract to the strongest applicant on the
basis of its written submission only; or
ii. if no application is suitable, the BClI may decide not to
award a contract.

Any such decision will conclude the licensing process.

Applicants excluded from the licensing process at the end of
Phase 1 will be informed by the Executive of the reasons for
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3.2

3.3

€))

@)

the decision by way of a summary of the BCI’s views. Where
the Board of the BCIl was not able to reach a unanimous
decision, the summary of reasons will record the view of the
mayjority.

Phase 2 — Public Hearings

Public hearings, if any, will take place in spring 2007 upon the
BCI giving due notice of the date and place to the applicants
concerned. Further details of the format and structure of the
public hearings will also be provided to the applicants
concerned at that stage.

The purpose of the public hearing process is to afford
applicants an opportunity to present their case for the contract
in a public forum and to allow the BCI to clarify certain issues
in an applicant’s submission.

The BCI may also correspond with an applicant in respect of
any additional queries that the BCl may have. Responses to
any such queries will be publicly available, on the same basis
as the written submission.

Phase 3 — Final Decision Making

Following the public hearings, Members will consider the short-
listed applications under each Heading by reference to the
Statutory Criteria. The BCI will also take into account the
written applications, the summaries prepared by the Executive
of each application, the applicants’ respective presentations
delivered during the public hearings and the applicants’
responses to any questions raised by the BCI orally at the
hearing or thereafter in writing.

Each Member will assess the short-listed applications under
each Heading with reference to the Statutory Criteria and
present his or her views to the other Members at a Board
meeting. Members will then discuss, in a collegiate manner at
a Board meeting, the applications under each Heading with
reference to the Statutory Criteria. Following this discussion
they will individually select their preferred application. The
application that receives most support will be awarded the
contract. In accordance with the 1988 Act, in case of an equal
division of the votes, the Chairman will have a second or
casting vote.
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(3) Alternatively, the Members may, at this point, decide not to
award a licence on the basis that none of the applications was
Suitable.

(4) All short-listed applicants will be informed of the decision of
the BCI. Where the BCI decides to refuse to award a contract
to an applicant, the applicant will also be provided with a
Feedback Report from the Executive setting out the reasons
for the BCIl’'s decision. Where the Board of the BCIl was not
able to reach a unanimous decision the summary report will
record the view of the majority.
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4.

ASSESSMENT OF APPLICATIONS

In determining the most suitable applicant, if any, for the award of the
quasi-national sound broadcasting contract, the BCI shall have regard
to the criteria set out in Section 6 of the 1988 Act, as amended by
Section 60 of the 2001 Act.

Section 60 of the 2001 Act provides that in considering the suitability of
an applicant for the award of a sound broadcasting contract, the BCI
shall have regard to the overall quality of performance of the applicant
with respect to the provision by him of a sound broadcasting service
under any sound broadcasting contract held by him at, or before, the
date of then making of the application (“track record”). In
implementing Section 60, the BCI will have regard to the track record
of the Directors, shareholders and manager of the applicant in the
context of their involvement in the provision of any sound broadcasting
service licensed under the 1988 Act.

For the guidance of applicants, the BCI has set out the Statutory
Criteria under four headings: (1) ownership and control, (2)
programming, (3) studios and transmission, and (4) market analysis,
and financial and business plan. The BCIl's assessment will be under
these Headings by reference to the Statutory Criteria.

Applicants should note that the BCI may place greater emphasis on one
or more of the Statutory Criteria specified in Section 6 (2) of the 1988
Act, as amended. Where it is its intention to do so, the BCI will specify
such intention to each person who has indicated his intention of being
an applicant for a contract.

(1) Ownership and Control

The relevant provisions of Section 6(2) of the 1988 Act in respect
of ownership and control are as follows:

e Section 6(2)(a): the character of the applicant or, if the
applicant is a body corporate, the character of the body and
its directors, manager, secretary or other similar officer and
its members and the persons entitled to the beneficial
ownership of its shares;

e Section 6(2)(b): the adequacy of the expertise and experience
and of the financial resources that will be available to each
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applicant and the extent to which the application accords with
good economic principles;*

e Section 6(2)(g): the desirability of allowing any person, or
group of persons, to have control of, or substantial interests
in, an undue number of sound broadcasting services in respect
of which a sound broadcasting contract has been awarded
under this Act;

e Section 6(2)(h): the desirability of allowing any person, or
group of persons, to have control of, or substantial interests
in, an undue amount of the communications media in the area
specified in the notice under section 5 (5).

These criteria, in conjunction with the BCIl’'s Ownership and
Control Policy (2005) will be applied in assessing the applicant’s
proposals, inter alia, under the following:

(i) the composition of the applicant’s Board of Directors;
(ii) the applicant’s proposed shareholding structure;

(iii) the applicant’s proposed management structure; and
(iv) staffing matters.

(2) Programming

The relevant provisions of Section 6(2) of the 1988 Act in respect
of programming are as follows:

e Section 6(2)(c): the quality, range and type of the
programmes proposed to be provided by each applicant or, if
there is only one applicant, by that applicant;

e Section 6(2)(d): the quantity, quality, range and type of
programmes in the Irish language and the extent of
programmes relating to Irish culture proposed to be provided;

e Section 6(2)(e): the extent to which the applicant will create
within the proposed sound broadcasting service new
opportunities for Irish talent in music, drama and
entertainment;

4 Although this criteria is referred to under the two headings: Ownership and Control; and under Market Analysis

and Financial and Business Plan, this is not to say that the BCI is placing greater emphasis on this criteria,
unless the BCI states otherwise.
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e Section 6(2)(f): the desirability of having a diversity of
services in the [franchise area] catering for a wide range of
tastes including those of minority interests;

e Section 6(2)(i): the extent to which the service proposed:
() serves recognisably local communities and is supported
by the various interests in the community, or
(ii) serves communities of interest.

These criteria will be applied in assessing the applicant’s
proposals, inter alia, under the following:

(i) The applicant’s proposed Broadcasting Philosophy;

(ii) The applicant’'s proposed Programme Policy Statement;
and,

(iii) The applicant’s proposed Programme Schedule.

(3) Studios and Transmission

Section 6(2) of the 1988 Act does not make any specific
reference to transmission and studio facilities. However, the
development of proper studios and transmission facilities is
deemed to be relevant under Section 6(2)(j) of the 1988 Act
which entitles the BCI to have regard to “any other matters
which the BCI considers to be necessary to secure the orderly
development of sound broadcasting services”.

This criterion will be used in assessing the applicant’s proposals
under, inter alia, the following:

(i) Transmission Proposals;
(ii) Studios and Operations;
(iii) Proposed Commencement of Broadcasting.
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(4) Market analysis and financial and business plan

The relevant provision of Section 6(2) of the 1988 Act in respect
of the assessment of the applicant’s market analysis and financial
and business plan is Section 6(2) (b) of the 1988 Act

This requires that the BCI has regard to “the adequacy of ..... the
financial resources that will be available to each applicant and the
extent to which the application accords with good economic
principles”.

These criteria will be used in assessing the applicant’s proposals,
inter alia, under the following:

(i) The applicant’s analysis of the marketplace, including:
(a) the existing marketplace;
(b) the demand and potential for the type of service
proposed;
(c) the anticipated performance of the service;
(d) the strategies to be put in place for achieving the
anticipated listenership and revenue targets.

(ii) the applicant’s financial & business plan, including:
(a) the overall financial strategy;
(b) the applicant’s investment proposal; and
(c) the applicant’s financial projections.
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5. APPLICATION FORM

Applications must be structured strictly in accordance with the
format set out hereunder. All sections must be completed.
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SECTION 1 — INDEX

Please include an Index setting out the content and layout and referencing
page numbers.

SECTION 2 — INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICANT

Please provide in relation to the applicant entity (“the Applicant”) the
following information:

() Applicant’s name and contact details (Contact person, address,
telephone no., fax no. and e-mail).

The Applicant will hold the Contract with the BClI and must be a single
legal entity: either a body corporate or a named individual person. A
copy of the certificate of incorporation must be included with the
application where the Applicant is a body corporate.

(b) Main Contact (For Public Purposes) (Contact person, Address,
Telephone, Fax Nos. and E-mail). Please nominate at least one
individual to deal with any press or public enquiries.

(©) Proposed Station Name.

(d) Brief Description of Programme Service. Please summarise in one
short paragraph the type of programme service proposed.

(e) List of Advisers. Please identify the names and addresses of the
Applicant’s (i) consultants; (ii) auditors; (iii) solicitors; and (iv) bank.

| SECTION 3 — MEMBERSHIP OF THE APPLICANT

(a) Please name the members of the Applicant and describe their
background and experience.

(b) Please indicate when the Applicant was formed, its current legal status
and financial standing.
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SECTION 4 — OWNERSHIP, CONTROL AND STAFFING OF THE
APPLICANT WHICH WILL OPERATE THE SERVICE

4.1

For the purposes of this section, the following interpretations apply:

"Control' — is in a position proprietorially, financially or in terms of voting
rights to determine or direct the policy of the company with regard in
particular to programme output, that is, sourcing, production, supply or
delivery to the audience.

"Substantial interest™ - has sufficient proprietary, financial or voting
strength within a relevant company or companies to be able to influence
directly or indirectly to an appreciable extent the strategic direction or
policy of the company (companies) with regard in particular to programme
output, that is, sourcing, production, supply or delivery to the audience.”

“Communications Media” — includes all broadcasting services
(including sound broadcasting services) in the State or the publication of
any newspaper, magazine or journal in the State.

Board of Directors
i) Please provide the following details in relation to each Director:
() Name, home address, age, nationality and current occupation;

(b) Background, media and other relevant experience (in the
context of the service proposed);

The following guidance in relation to the approach adopted by the BCI in
determining “substantial interest” in included in the BCI Ownership and Control
Policy (2005). “With regard to substantial interest, by way of guidance, the
Commission is of the general view that a “small shareholding” does not constitute a
substantial interest. A small shareholding is one to which both of the following
criteria apply:-

1. The votes which the holder may exercise at a general meeting of the Company do not
exceed 10% of the total votes which may be cast at that meeting; and

2. The nominal value of the shareholding does not exceed 10% of the nominal
value of the entire issued share capital of the Company.

A shareholding which does not meet the above criteria (“a large shareholding™)
may be deemed by the BCI to constitute a substantial interest. Determination as to
whether large shareholdings are deemed to be substantial interests will be made by the
BCI on a case by case basis with reference to the overall shareholding structure of the
relevant company. (Where shares are convertible, the tests set out above will be applied
on the basis that conversion has not taken place, and on the basis of notional
conversion).”
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(©) Substantial Interests held in relation to any communications
media (please refer to interpretation above);

(d) Control of any communications media;

(e) Involvement in any sound broadcasting service including the
name of the service, the nature of involvement (i.e.
position/role held); and period of involvement

(commencement date and date of departure from the service).

ii) Please indicate who among the Directors is or is envisaged to be
appointed Chairperson.

iili) Please provide the same information as in i) above for any other
individual whom the Applicant is considering to appoint Director.

4.2 Proposed Shareholding Structure

i) Please detail the existing or proposed shareholding structure of the
Applicant, specifying the total number of authorised and issued share
capital, the class/classes of shares (i.e. voting, non-voting,
preference, other etc.) and issue price of the shares;

il) Please set out the total value of loan stock;
iili) Please state:

(a) The names and home addresses of all the shareholders of the
Applicant;

(b) The name and address of the beneficial owner where a
shareholding is in the name of a trustee or nominee;

(c) The total number of shares (per class where relevant) and the
price thereof subscribed by each shareholder and the percentage
such shares represent of the total issued share capital of the
Applicant;

(d) The amount of loan stock subscribed to by each shareholder;

(e) If the Applicant is not yet constituted, please indicate the
number, class/classes and price of shares to be issued to each
investor, and the amount of loan stock to be subscribed by each
investor.

iv) Where a shareholder of the Applicant is a body corporate/entity,
please provide the names, addresses and percentage of shares held
by the shareholders of that entity.
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v) Please indicate in relation to each of the existing or proposed
shareholders of the Applicant:

(a) Substantial Interests held (directly or indirectly) in relation to
any communications media (please refer to interpretation
above);

(b) Control (held directly or indirectly) of any communications

media;

(© Involvement in any sound broadcasting service including the
name of the service, the nature of involvement (i.e.
position/role held); and period of involvement

(commencement date and date of departure).
(d) Recent financial history.

vi) Please outline existing or envisaged exit mechanisms and conditions
(terms of Shareholders’ Agreements etc.).

4.3 Management Structure
i) Please describe the proposed management structure of the Applicant.

ii) Please provide in relation to each of the following individuals, or their
equivalents, their full name, home address, age, qualification and
experience to date, in particular that which relates to the broadcast
media:

(a) Chief Executive Officer;
(b) Programme Controller; and
(c) Financial Controller.

iili) In the case of the Chief Executive Officer, please provide details of
involvement in any sound broadcasting service including the name of
the service, the nature of involvement (i.e. position/role held); and
period of involvement (commencement date and date of departure
from the service).

iv) Please specify the Applicant’s policy in respect of:
(a) management remuneration;
(b) employment contracts;

(c) share options;
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(d) pensions and benefits; and

(e) any other relevant commitments (financial or otherwise).

4.4 Staffing Matters

i) Please describe the proposed staffing structure of the Applicant in
diagrammatic form, clearly indicating the number and categories of
staff to be employed in the station and the basis of their employment
(e.g. full-time, part-time, contract). The chart may be accompanied
by an appropriate commentary on the overall approach to structuring
the company.

ii) Please indicate the proposed salary level for each full-time and part-
time post identified under i) above.

iili) Please indicate the Applicant’s plans in relation to the sourcing and
recruitment of staff.

iv) Please describe the Applicant’s industrial relations policy, including its
policy on recognising and negotiating with trade unions.

v) Please detail the Applicant’'s proposals in relation to staff
remuneration and benefits, including pay agreements, pension
schemes, etc.

vi) Please detail the Applicant’s staff training and development policy and
strategy, including budgets.

vii) Please set out the Applicant’s proposals, if any, for the involvement of
staff in share option schemes.

| SECTION 5 — THE PROGRAMME SERVICE

5.1 Programming Strategy

i) Please detail the strategies which the Applicant proposes to
implement in relation to:
- programme research;
- programme production;
- quality control;
- ensuring compliance with programming elements of statutory
and contractual obligations.
Guide to Submissions Quasi-National Sound Page 19
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ii) Please set out the criteria upon which, in the view of the Applicant,
the success of programming is to be assessed.

5.2 Programme Policy Statement

The Programme Policy Statement sets out the commitments that the
Applicant is willing to make to the BCI in respect of key aspects of the
programme service. It will serve as a yardstick against which the
successful applicant’s future performance is measured and assessed and
as such will form part, subject to further negotiations between the BCI
and the successful applicant, of the contract between the BCI and the
successful applicant.

521 Broadcasting Philosophy. Please detail in the form of a
statement the Applicant’s overall broadcasting philosophy
and vision for the radio service.

5.2.2 Target audience. The station is being licensed to serve
listeners in the 15+ age group in the State.

5.2.2.1 Please identify the range of religious and Christian
individuals and groups which will be the main focus
for the programming service.

5.2.2.2 Please explain why in your view the proposed
service will be of relevance to this target audience.

5.2.3 Presentation style. Please describe the main features
which will distinguish the service in terms of presentation
style.

5.2.4 Broadcasting day. Please indicate:

5.2.4.1 the total number of broadcasting hours per day;

5.2.4.2 the hours of live programming (start and end) per
day;
5.2.4.3 the hours of automated programming (start and

end) each day;
5.2.4.4 the percentage of broadcasting hours dedicated to:
(1) news and current affairs;

(2) other speech-based content;
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(3) advertisements; and
(4) music programming;

for both the 07.00 — 19.00 period and the total
broadcast day.

5.2.5 News. Please set out the approach envisaged for news
programming, and in particular:

5251 The types of news to be broadcast (local, national,
international, etc.) and their relevance to the
target audience;

5.2.5.2 The sourcing of the various types of news;

525.3 The number and duration of news bulletins and
programmes (weekday and weekend)

Please demonstrate with reference to the above how the
Applicant will comply with the statutory news and current
affairs requirement (2 hours of broadcasting time between
07.00 — 19.00 and 20% across the total broadcast day). An
applicant seeking a derogation from this requirement
should detail the type of derogation being sought, and the
reasons why the Applicant believes it should be permitted,
with reference to the BCI’s policy on this matter.®

5.2.6 Current affairs programming. Please set out the
approach envisaged for current affairs programming, and in
particular:

5.2.6.1 The format, duration and frequency of such
programmes (weekday and weekend);

5.2.6.2 The relevance of these programmes to the
different Christian and religious individuals and
groups that comprise the target audience

527 Sport. Please set out the approach envisaged for sports
programming, and in particular:

52.7.1 The types of sports to be covered and their
relevance to the target audience;

® The BCI’s Policy on Derogations from the Statutory News and Current Affairs Requirement
(2005) is available on request from the BCI’s offices and on its website: www.bci.ie.
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5.2.7.2 The format, duration and frequency of sports

5.2.8

coverage (weekday and weekend)

General speech programming. In relation to speech-
based programming that does not have news, sport or
current affairs as its focus, please detail:

5.2.8.1 The format (documentary, magazine, etc.),

duration, content and frequency (weekly, monthly,
etc.) of such programmes.

5.2.8.2 The relevance of these programmes to the

529

5.2.10

5.2.11

different Christian and religious individuals and
groups that comprise the target audience.

General Music Policy. Please provide information on the
station’s policy in respect of general music programming
and how it will be of relevance to the target audience. The
information should be sufficiently detailed so as to provide
the BCI with a clear profile of the range and type of general
music proposed by the Applicant and with tools to measure
the performance of the Applicant were it to be awarded the
Contract.

Please detail the music to be broadcast for both the 07.00
— 19.00 period and the total broadcast day. This should be
done by reference to particular time periods (e.g. the last
3-years)’ or definable music genres (e.g. linked to charts).

Specialist Music Policy. Please provide information on the
station’s policy on music programming which is not part of
the general music policy of the station (e.g. music
broadcast to cater for specific tastes, interest groups or
specific categories). Please provide an overall time
commitment to such programming with reference to
definable music genres and time segments in the schedule.

Irish Music Policy. Please set out your definition of Irish
music and, as a percentage of the total music output, the
amount of Irish music that will be played in both the 07.00
— 19.00 period and the total broadcast day. Please set out
the Irish music mix with reference to the percentages set
out in section 5.2.3.4 above.

" References to specific decades (e.g. the 1980’s) should normally be made if it is proposed to
play the particular percentage of music from that decade throughout the contract period (i.e. 10

years).
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5.2.12

5.2.13

5.2.14

5.2.15

5.2.16

Multi-denominational programming. Please set out the
proposed policy and practice in relation to programmes
targeted at more than one religious grouping in the target
audience, if any.

Language Programming. Please set out the proposed
policy and practice in relation to programmes in languages,
other than English or Irish. In particular please indicate
whether any programmes will be broadcast in the Irish
language. Please provide an overview of the duration,
frequency, content and sources of dedicated language
programming.

New Opportunities for Irish talent. Please detail how
the proposed service will create new opportunities for Irish
talent.

Purchase and sale of broadcast material. Please detail
the station’s policy in relation to the purchase and sale of
broadcast material, both from other broadcast
organisations and independent producers.

Other programming proposals.

5.3 Programme Schedule. Please include a typical seven-day programme
schedule setting out the proposed hours of broadcasting and details of
programme content.

SECTION 6 — STUDIOS AND OPERATIONS

Please provide a detailed plan of the studio area together with an overall
plan of the studio and office complex proposed. Please include the
following information: -

1) The proposed location (including the name and address) and total floor
area available. In cases where it is proposed to locate on a number of
floors, or in separate buildings, please specify the floor area of each

section.

i) A description of the proposed building including details of its
construction, age of building, permitted classes of use, level of access
to people with disabilities and why in the applicant's view it is suitable
for use as a radio studio and/or head office location.
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iii) A detailed drawing that includes the dimensions of the proposed main
studios, technical facilities, news, office and administration areas. In
particular, details of the manner by which it is proposed to construct
the studios, together with details of the acoustic treatment are
required.

Please note that the studio layout, equipment and studio worktop
heights should be so designed to facilitate full access and use by all
without the need for temporary structures. The drawing should include
an overlay of all studio and office furniture and include the dimensions
of all door openings, corridor widths and circulation and movement
areas around studio and office furniture.

The drawings should clearly demonstrate compliance and
understanding of building regulations, in particular Part M and the NDA
Buildings for Everyone Guidelines.

iv) Outlines of the proposed heating, ventilation and standby power plant
should also be provided and where such equipment is to be located.

v) The security mechanisms proposed to guard against unauthorised
access to the on-air studio.

vi) Please provide a list, including costs, of the principal technical
equipment that is to be installed, together with available test and
deviation limiting equipment.

vii)Please provide a list of the itemised costs for building refurbishment,
studio construction, office fixtures, fittings and IT.

viii) In cases where an applicant proposes to use existing studio, office
or computer equipment or buildings, please specify the age of the
equipment / facilities proposed, the life expectancy of the equipment
and the plan to replace and refurbish such equipment / facilities during
the lifetime of any new contract, in addition to all of the information
requested above.

Applicants should note that no guarantee is given that studio premises
currently in use by any sound broadcasting contractor will be approved for
use under any new contract.

In proposing premises, applicants must strictly adhere to the
requirements set out in this section.
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SECTION 7 — TRANSMISSION PROPOSALS

7.1 Introduction

Approval has been obtained from ComReg to advertise this quasi-
national service on the basis of primary coverage using the MF-AM band
and supplementary coverage using low power VHF-FM transmitter
stations.

It is anticipated that AM transmission will be utilised to serve as much
of the land mass of the state as possible. Supplemental low power FM
stations® should only be proposed for city or other large urban areas to
enhance the coverage in an area. A network that provides extensive
coverage using a large number of FM transmitter stations in any one
area, or nationally, will not be acceptable to the Commission. Similarly,
the use of local or national FM transmission sites, outside of city or
urban areas, will not be looked upon favourably.

On receipt of applications, and following a decision by the Commission
to award a contract in principle, the Commission and ComReg will
further analyse the transmission proposals. Such analyses will
determine the detailed coverage area, transmitter station
characteristics, compatibility requirements (with broadcasting and non-
broadcasting services) and international co-ordination obligations.
International co-ordination requirements, in particular, could
significantly delay the introduction of the proposed service.

Alterations to the proposed transmission plan may be required in order
to meet these constraints. Applicants should factor this process into
their business plan and launch date proposals.

It is recommended that a commencement date of less than nine
months from the date of the award of a contract in principle
should only be proposed if an applicant is wiling to commission
its transmission network on a phased basis.

Applicants must provide the information requested under each of the
following sub-sections. (Primary MF-AM Transmission Proposal,
Supplemental Low power FM transmission network and audio
distribution).

8 The nominal ERP of the low power FM transmitter stations will be in the region of 250 watts
per polarisation.
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7.2

Primary MF-AM Transmission Proposal

MF-AM transmission should be utilised to serve as much of land mass of
the state as possible and should therefore be the primary provider of
radio reception. One, or multiple, AM transmission sites may be
proposed.

Appendix 1 provides information concerning the internationally agreed
technical characteristics of MF-AM stations that have, or are in the
process of being, co-ordinated for use in Ireland. Some of these
assignments have directional radiation patterns and may be
implemented at a lower ERP in order to reduce the difficulty in
implementing these restrictions.

The Commission will endeavour to co-ordinate any changes in
frequency, site location or ERP proposed by an applicant group, if it is
satisfied that such proposals are spectrum efficient and have a
reasonable expectation of successful co-ordination. However, applicants
should note that co-ordination of a MF-AM station is more complex than
FM and may take a year or more to complete.

Applicants should note that conditions may be attached to the licence
issued by the Commission for Communications Regulation that will
assign responsibility for modifying equipment to remedy any
interference caused to telecommunication services or wireless
telegraphy apparatus, that are in existence prior to the AM service
being introduced. This may also include a direction to make payments
to relevant third parties in this regard.

The transmission plan should include the following information for each
MF-AM transmission site:

(i)  The rational for the MF-AM transmission plan that includes a
general description of the proposed coverage and of areas that
may receive marginal or unsatisfactory reception.

(i)  Name, national grid co-ordinates and site height of the
proposed transmitter station.

(iii) Brief description of the proposed location including the
geological characteristics (ground condition, soil characteristics
and conductivity — salt marsh etc.) and the proximity to
population centres and buildings should be provided. The
methods used to distribute existing telecommunications and
other broadcast / wireless telegraphy services in the area and
proposals for overcoming any interference that may be caused
to same are required.
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(@iv)

)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(@ix)

)

If the proposed transmitter site or technical characteristics
vary from those listed in Appendix 1, state why this change is
required.

Please provide details of the antenna / mast-sharing

arrangements proposed. This should include the owner and the
principal user of the antenna support structure together with a
list of the type of radio equipment and transmitting / receiving
frequencies in use at the proposed site

If possible, the anticipated / calculated coverage from the
proposed MF-AM transmitter for day and night time operation
should be provided. The basis for the calculations including the
minimum field strengths required and interference signals
taken into account should be supplied.

Please indicate the proposed antenna height, earthing system,
antenna system including feed point, antenna efficiency, ERP
and anticipated radiation pattern.

Itemised capital costs for the proposed MF-AM transmission
equipment including transmitters, receivers, programme input
equipment, filters, RF combiners / rejecters, antenna, antenna
tuning unit, air-conditioning, standby power equipment,
buildings, masts, and installation should be provided. In cases
where an existing transmission company is providing facilities
the annual cost and details of the level of equipment and
service is required.

Provide details of the technical expertise available to the
applicant group.

Please indicate if a planning application has been made and/or
approved for the transmission facility.

7.3 Supplemental low-power VHF-FM transmission proposal: -

The proposed network of VHF-FM low power transmitter station should
be designed to supplement the coverage that can be achieved from the
primary MF-AM transmission network. VHF-FM transmitter stations must
be low power® and may only be proposed for city or other large urban
areas to enhance the coverage in an area. A network that provides

° The nominal ERP of the low power FM transmitter stations will be in the region of 250 watts

per polarisation.
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extensive or continuous coverage using a number of FM transmitter
stations in any one area, or nationally, will not be acceptable to the
Commission. Similarly, the use of local or national FM transmission
sites, outside of city or urban areas, will not be looked upon favourably

by the Commission.

Applicants are requested to provide a transmission plan for the

supplemental low power VHF-FM transmission network that includes: -

1) The rational for the supplemental low power VHF-FM transmission
plan that includes a general description of the proposed coverage and
of areas that may receive marginal or unsatisfactory reception. The
applicant should also outline a rational for the use of mono or stereo
transmission and whether vertical only or mixed polarisation would be
deployed.

1) A table of the main technical characteristics of each of the proposed

transmitter stations should be provided in the following format:-

Site Site Site Antenna ERP per pol
Name Coordinates Height Height AGL
ASL
Sliabh 123456E 450m 60m 37dBw per pol
Mor 123456N
Cnoc 456789E 80m 24m 24dBw vert
Beag 456789N only

The following additional information should be provided for each of the
proposed transmitter stations:-

The antenna radiation pattern proposed for each transmitter
station.

Details of the band pass filter / combiner system and directional
coupler proposed to ensure compliance with the licence terms.

Confirm if an emergency back up generator or other standby
power supply will be provided for use by the applicant at the
transmission facility.

In cases where the applicant group proposes to locate on or in
close proximity to an existing mast, information regarding the
owner and principal users of said mast is required.

Please indicate if a planning application has been made and/or
approved for the transmission facility.

i1ii) Computer predicted coverage plots for the supplemental low power
FM-VHF transmission network, superimposed on a suitable map, must
be provided in the application in an A4 or A3 format and as a high
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resolution image file on an accompanying CD. A total of five images
are required:-

e An image of the composite coverage that can be achieved using
all of the supplemental low power VHF-FM transmission sites
proposed by the applicant. The level of coverage should be clearly
demonstrated by using a suitable colour palette that is based on
an incremental step of between 3 and 6 dBuV/m. The prediction
model, clutter attenuation, resolution of the terrain database,
height of the receive antenna above ground and the consequential
minimum signal level required for mono reception in urban and
rural areas must be provided.

e An image of the “best server" VHF-FM coverage based on the
defined minimum field strength for mono reception. This should
clearly identify which VHF-FM transmitter station provides the best
coverage to a particular area.

e An image of the “best server" VHF-FM coverage based on the
defined minimum field strength for stereo reception. This should
clearly identify which transmitter station provides the best
coverage to a particular area.

e An image of the level of “simultaneous VHF-FM coverage” that is
provided and an indication of the number or percentage of the
total number of transmitters that serve an area based on the
minimum value for mono reception.

e An image of the level of “simultaneous VHF-FM coverage” that is
provided and an indication of the number or percentage of the
total number of transmitters that serve an area based on the
minimum value for stereo reception.

Iv) Itemised capital costs for the proposed transmission equipment
including VHF transmitters, receivers, RDS encoders, band pass
filters, directional couplers, feeder cable and antenna system,
modulation limiter, radio links, building, heating, ventilation, standby
power plant, antenna support structure and installation of all of the
above.

In cases where an existing transmission company is providing
facilities, the capital and annual cost and details of the level of
equipment and service is required. In cases where an applicant
proposes to use existing transmission equipment, the age of the
equipment proposed to be used, the life expectancy of the equipment
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and a plan, that includes costs, to replace and refurbish such
equipment during the lifetime of any new contract must be provided.

v) Details of the technical expertise available to the applicant group.

Note: -

The Commission is not bound to accept any aspect of a transmission
proposal and it is open to the Commission and ComReg to require
alterations to any part of the transmission plan as part of contract
negotiations with any successful applicant.

Care should be taken in selecting transmitter locations, particularly in
urban areas, to avoid de-sensitising domestic receivers in the
immediate area. All VHF-FM transmitter installations must conform to
the technical conditions set out in T&RT 95/10 which is available from
the BCI offices or on www.bci.ie.

7.4 Audio Distribution Network: -

Applicants should assume that all sites are link fed and that the re-
broadcasting of a terrestrial off-air source is not guaranteed.

A description and diagram of the link network should be provided that
includes an indication of the number of transmitter sites that can, or will,
be link fed as part of the proposal and the level of protection or back-up
systems that will be deployed. The total capital cost and associated
annual charges should also be provided.

SECTION 8 — MARKET ANALYSIS

8.1 Analysis of Existing Marketplace. Please set out, with supporting
documentation and research, your analysis of the national radio market
in relation to:

i) the performance of existing operators;

i) audience ratings;

i) advertising revenue;

iv) market trends; and

V) any other issues which you consider to be relevant to the

competitive assessment of the marketplace.
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8.2 Demand and Potential for the Type of Service Proposed. Please
explain, providing supporting documentation and research, the reasons
why you consider that there is a demand for the service proposed and
how the service will contribute to the diversity of broadcasting services
and programming available in the State. Reference should be made in
particular to the following:

(i) the target audience;

(i) the services available in the State; and

(iii) the attitudes and views of local and national advertisers
and media buyers to the proposed service.

8.3 Anticipated Performance of Service. Please detail your strategy with
the view to establish and develop within the current radio market, in
particular:

i) The target audience for the proposed service;

i) The nature of the market which it is anticipated can be
achieved;

i) Projected listenership ratings over the first three years of
the service;

iv) Advertising and other revenue potential for the first three
years on air; and

V) The expected impact of the proposed service on existing
services, both in the short and medium term, in terms of
both listenership and revenue terms.

8.4 Strategies for Achieving Proposed Listenership and Revenue
Targets. Please set out your sales and marketing-related strategies of
the station, including in relation to, e.g.:

)] channels of distribution;
i) sales methods and representation;
i) proposed rates, discount and credit terms; and
iv) promotion and marketing policy.
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SECTION 9 — FINANCIAL AND BUSINESS PLAN

9.1 Overall Financial Strategy. Please detail your financial strategy over
the first three- to five-year period. The information provided will be
used as a benchmark against which the financial performance of the
service will measured at a later date were you successful.

9.2 Investment Proposal. Please provide details of the total funding
requirements, and how these will be met, completing Tables A and B.
Where borrowings form part of the funding plan please indicate how
these will be secured.

Table A — Funding

€
Share capital
Loan stock
Donations/fundraising
Medium and long term borrowing
Leasing/HP facilities (capital value)
Bank overdraft
Others(please specify)
TOTAL
Table B — Expenditure
€
Capital expenditure (including
capital value of leases)
Other pre-operational expenditure
Working capital (at on-air date)
TOTAL
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9.3 Sources of Funding and Expenditure. Please detail:
)] the various sources of funding outlined in Table A above;

i) the timeframe for capitalisation of the company, specifying
where relevant, what funding will be put in place prior to
contract, once the contract has been concluded and prior to
launch and after the launch of the service;

1ii) The proportion of the capital expenditure provision that has
been allocated to transmission, studio buildings, studio
equipment, office fit out, other costs.

9.4 Projections. Please set out:

i) Detailed projected income and expenditure accounts for the
first three years;

i) Detailed projected balance sheets for the first three years;

iili) Detailed projected monthly cash-flow statements showing
gross inflows and outflows for the first three years; and

iv) A full listing of the underlying assumptions on which the
financial projections are based, relating such assumptions
clearly to other sections of the application.

SECTION 10 — PROPOSED COMMENCEMENT OF BROADCASTING

10.1 Readiness Date. Please indicate the commencement date
envisaged for the service.

10.2 Critical path analysis. Please identify all actions and decisions
and their timescale that the group must carry out from the time of
the award of the contract to the on-air date.
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Appendix 1:- List of MF-AM Stations Page 1 of 2
Station Freq. Power Longitude / Latitude | Antenna Type/ Antenna Gain
Name (kHz) Height
Athlone 612 200kw 07W5300 53N2500 A /100m. No restrictions
Slane 639 100kW 06W3000 53N4000 B 0° +1dB; 10° 0dB; 20° -2dB; 30° -4dB; 40° -6dB; 50° -
10dB; 60° to 80° -13dB; 90° to 110° -14dB; 120° to 140° -
13dB; 150° -10dB; 160° -6dB; 170° -4dB; 180° -2dB;190°
0dB; 200° +1dB; 210° +2dB; 220° +3dB; 230° to 330°
+4dB; 340° 3dB; 350° +2dB.

Dungarvan 675 100kW 07W4600 52N0500 B 0° +0dB; 10° -2dB; 20° -4dB; 30° -6dB; 40° to 80° -10dB;
90° -11dB; 100° to 140° -10dB; 150° -6dB; 160° -4dB;
170° -2dB; 180° 0dB;190° +1dB; 200° +2dB; 210° +3dB;
220° to 320° +4dB; 330° +3dB; 340° +2dB; 350° +1dB.

Enniscorthy 765 100kW 06W2500 52N2500 B 0° +2dB; 10° =1dB; 20° 0dB; 30° -2dB; 40° -4dB; 50° -6dB;
60° -10dB; 70° to 90° -13dB; 100° to 120° -14dB; 130° to
150° -13dB; 160° -10dB; 170° -6dB;180° -4dB; 190° -2dB;
200° 0dB; 210° +1dB; 220° +2dB; 230° +3dB; 240° to 340°
+4dB; 350° +3dB.

Bundoran 891 100kW 08W2500 54N2600 A/210m No restrictions

Westport 1251 50kw 09W3100 53N4800 A/ 75m No restrictions
Dundalk 549 35kwW 06W2500 54N0100 A/ 140m Currently being co-ordinated.
Dublin 531 20kW 06W1400 53N2300 A/ 80m No restrictions
Dublin 1143 20kW 06W1400 53N2300 A/ 60m No restrictions
Dublin 1278 20kw 06W1400 53N2300 A/ 60m No restrictions (sync network with Cork 1278)
Annagary 963 10kW 08W2000 55N0100 A/ 61m No restrictions
Limerick 1386 10kW 08W3700 52N4000 A/ 50m No restrictions
Cork 1188 10kW 08W2400 51N5300 A/ 120m No restrictions
Cork 1278 5kwW 08W2400 51N5300 A/ 120m No restrictions
Cork 1431 6kW (day); 08W2352 51N5253 A/120m No restrictions
0.6kW night
Station Freq. Power Longitude / Latitude | Antenna Type/ Antenna Gain
Name (kHz) Height
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Dublin 1431 4kW (day); 06W1400 53N2300 A/ 60m No restrictions
1kW (night)

Limerick 864 4kw 08W3700 52N4000 A/90m No restrictions
Galway 1359 3.16kw 09W0400 53N1700 A/ 50m No restrictions
Carraroe 540 2kw 09W3500 53N1600 A/ 91m No restrictions
Athlone 1305 2kw 07°W 57" 53°N26' A (50m) No restrictions
Dundalk 1323 2kw 06°W 25' 54°N 01' A (50m) No restrictions
Galway 1359 2kw 09°W 04' 53°N 17" A (50m) No restrictions
Ring 1413 2kw 07°W 44' 52°N 04' A (100m) No restrictions
Waterford 1449 2kw 07°W 08' 52°N 16' A (50m) No restrictions
Ballingeary 1584 1kW 09°W 10' 51°N 50' A (50m) No restrictions
Bangor Erris | 1584 1kW 09°W 50' 54°N 07" A (50m) No restrictions
Wexford 1584 1kW 06°W 25' 52°N 12 A (50m) No restrictions
Drogheda 1602 1kW 06°W 18' 53°N 45' A (50m) No restrictions
Wicklow 1602 1kW 06°W 00' 52°N 58' A (50m) No restrictions
Corca 828 1kw 10W2100 52N1100 A/ 61m No restrictions
Dhuibhne
Galway 846 0.4kwW 09W0301 53N1707 A/ 90m No restrictions
Clonbur 936 0.1kw 09W22 53N 31 A/ 50m No restrictions

Appendix 1:- List of MF-AM Stations Page 2 of 2
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APPENDIX 2

DRAFT TECHNICAL CONDITIONS RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF AN MF INDEPENDENT RADIO SERVICE IN
THE FREQUENCY BAND 525 — 1605 kHz
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DRAFT TECHNICAL CONDITIONS RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT AND
OPERATION OF AN MF INDEPENDENT RADIO SERVICE IN THE FREQUENCY BAND

525 — 1605 kHz

1. PURPOSE

This document specifies the technical conditions attached to a licence issued under Section 4(3) of the
Radio and Television Act 1988, for the establishment maintenance and operation of a MF station for
an Independent Radio Service in the frequency bank 525 — 1605 kHz. These conditions are set out in
accordance with Section 4(5) of the radio and Television Act ,1988.

The Independent Radio and Television Commission, in accordance with Section 4(7)
of the Act, shall ensure that these conditions, as set out by the Office of the Director
of Telecommunications Regulation, are complied with by the sound broadcasting
contractor concerned.

2. GENERAL

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

These technical conditions detail those characteristics of the equipment that
need to be considered for the purposes of frequency spectrum management
and safety and do not include detailed equipment specifications.

Type approval of equipment is not envisaged. Instead a procedure of station
certification by a qualified person (see section 8) will apply.

Revision of the technical requirements specified in this document may be
required from time to time.

Even though a system may satisfy the requirements specified in this document
at the time of authorisation., the Department of Communications, in
accordance with the provisions of the Section 7 of the Radio and Television
Act 1988 may specify additional requirements/restrictions for any station.

In cases of doubt regarding interpretation of the conditions, the decision of the
ODTR shall be final.

3. DEFINITION

For the purpose of this document the following definitions apply:
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3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

Radio Requlations

Radio Regulations, Edition of 1994, as published by the International
Telecommunications Union (ITU).

Geneva 75 Plan

The Final Acts of the Regional Administrative LF/MF Broadcasting
Conference, (Regions 1 and 3), Geneva 1975.

ME:
Medium Frequency

Assignment (of a radio frequency or radio frequency channel):

A radio frequency or radio frequency channel for which authorisation by the
Office of the Director of Telecommunications Regulation has been received for
its use at a specified station with specified characteristics.

Station

One or more transmitters or receivers or a combination of transmitters and
receivers, including the associated equipment, necessary at one location for
carrying on a sound broadcasting service.

Effective Monople Radiated Power (EMRP) in a given direction:

The product of the power supplied to the antenna and its gain relative to a
short vertical antenna in the horizontal plane.

Height of Antenna:

Height of antenna above ground level in metres.

Omnidirectional Antenna:

An omnidirectional antenna is an antenna having a horizontal radiation pattern
with variations of between +2db or less over 360 degrees.

4. TRANSMITTER CONSTRUCTION

4.1

General
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4.2

4.3

The mechanical and electrical construction shall meet such requirements as
can be reasonably set, taking the state of the art into account. (See also
Section 7 “Safety and Weather Protection”).

All controls, meters, indicators and terminals shall be clearly labelled. Details
of the power supply from which the equipment is intended to operate shall be
clearly indicated. The equipment should normally consist of one complete
unit.

Controls:
Controls which, when wrongly adjusted, increase the risk of causing

interference or of improper functioning of the transmitter shall not be
immediately accessible to the user.

Manufacturers ldentification:

The transmitter shall be provided with an indication showing the
manufacturer’s trade mark, type designation and serial number. The indication
shall be fitted on the outside of the transmitter, shall be clearly readable, non-
removable and indelible.

5. TRAMSMISSION CHARACTERISTICS

5.1 Frequency Aspects:

The equipment shall be designed to operate on the assigned frequency in the
frequency in the frequency Band 525 — 1605 kHz only.
The frequency tolerance of the main carrier shall be +10 Hz.
The transmit-frequency shall be derived from a crystal-oscillator. If use is
made of a synthesiser and/or a phase locked loop system, the transmitter shall
be inhibited when synchronisation is absent. The transmitter frequency
adjustment control shall be accessible to qualified personnel only.

5.2 Maximum Permitted Levels of Spurious Emissions:
The maximum permitted level of spurious emission shall be at least 40dB
below the mean power level of the transmitter and at no time may exceed an
absolute power level of 50mW.

5.3  Class of Emission, Bandwidth and Modulation Standards:
In accordance with the Geneva '75 Plan, the transmission system used shall
be double sideband amplitude modulation with full carrier. This is normally
specified as 20KOOA3EGN.
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5.4

5.5

LF input and RF output Impedance:

The nominal L.F. input impedance shall be 600 Ohm balanced to earth within
the modulation frequency range 40Hz. - 10KHz. The R.F. output
characteristics impedance of the equipment shall be in the range of 50 - 160
Ohm.

Transmit Power and Radiated Power:

The transmitter power, stated in the licence, is the carrier power in the
absence of modulation.

The radiated power is the sum of the nominal power of the transmitter (in
dBW) and the gain of the antenna in dB (relative to a short vertical antenna)
without taking any losses into account. It is expressed as the effective
monopole radiated power (emrp in kW or in dB relative to 1 kW).

As the radiated power is the sum of the transmitter output power (in dBW) and
the gain of the antenna (in dB) the output carrier power of transmitter shall be
adjustable so that the value of the radiated power permitted for each station is
not exceeded.

If the equipment is designed to operate with different levels of carrier power,
the rated output for each power level must be declared by the manufacturer.

6. FACILITIES FOR TESTING TRANSMISSION INSTALLATION

Adequate test equipment shall be made available for non radiative measurement of
transmitter power, modulation characteristics and spurious emissions, whilst the
station is undergoing initial alignment and regular maintenance.

6.1.

Avrtificial Antenna:

An artificial antenna must be provided for off air testing and equipment
alignment at each station. This should consist of a non-reactive non-radiating
load with an impedance which matches the Transmitter output impedance.

7. SAFETY AND WEATHER PROTECTION

7.1 Safety:
A Broadcasting Transmission Installation shall be designed constructed and
installed as to prevent danger arising, either in normal use or under fault
conditions, to personnel working on, or externally inspecting the system, or to
any other person. Safety should be considered under the following headings:
Guide to Submissions Quasi-National Sound Page 5
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7.2

7.3

personal protection against electric shock;

personal protection against radiation;

personal protection against physical injury;

protection against fire;

Safety Controls

There shall be a control to switch "on" and "off" the power for the entire
installation. The "on" position shall be clearly indicated.

The system must comply with the following standards:

[.S./JEN60215 : 1990
Safety Requirements for Radio Transmitting Equipment.

ENV50166-2
Human exposure to electromagnetic fields
High frequency ( 10 kHz to 300 GHz.)

These standards are available from the National Standards Authority of Ireland.

Weather Protection

All apparatus and cables exposed to weather, corrosive atmosphere or other
adverse conditions shall be so constructed or protected as may be necessary
to prevent danger arising from such exposure.

8. STATION CERTIFICATE

8.1. Suitability Qualified Persons.

It is the responsibility of the Licensee to ensure that the suitably qualified
person has the necessary technical training, knowledge and practical
experience so as to be able to certify that the installation and maintenance of
the station complies with these technical conditions.

8.2 Permission for an-air testing prior to the certification in 8.3 below and
commencement of regular service can be obtained.

8.3. When the installation of equipment is complete the licensee shall provide
evidence of certification, by a suitably qualified person, to the Department, that
the station is ready to commence operation in accordance with these technical
conditions.

9. STATION ACCESS AND PERSONNEL:
Guide to Submissions Quasi-National Sound Page 6
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Only authorisation personnel shall have access to the Transmission Equipment for the
purposes of adjustment/maintenance of that equipment.

It is the responsibility of the licensee to ensure that all authorised personnel are
adequately trained for the functions they are authorised to undertake.

Guide to Submissions Quasi-National Sound Page 7
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The Broadcasting Commission of Ireland
2-5 Warrington Place
Dublin 2.

Telephone: 01 644 1200
Fax: 01 644 1299
Email: info@bci.ie

Website: www.bci.ie

Guide to Submissions Quasi-National Sound Page 8
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