FORMAT FOR THE SUBMISSION OF
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

COMMUNITY SOUND BROADCASTING SERVICES

APRIL 2007

1.
INTRODUCTION


In accordance with Section 5 (1) of the Radio and Television Act 1988, the Broadcasting 
Commission of Ireland (“the BCI”) hereby invites EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST from parties 
interested in securing a sound broadcasting contract on the FM band for the provision of a 
community sound broadcasting service for the community of: 

SOUTH WEST TIPPERARY 

Cashel and Tipperary towns and environs.

Interested parties should present their expressions in electronic and hard copy format to the 
BCI.  Information in respect of the proposed service should be presented in the format 
prescribed in the BCI’s Format for the Submission of Expressions of Interest - Community 
Sound Broadcasting Services, April 2007. This document is available on the BCI’s web site 
(www.bci.ie) or on request from the BCI’s offices (email info@bci.ie or call 01 6441200).  

Please note that any Expressions of Interest received in response to this notice will not be 
regarded as an application for a community sound broadcasting contract. Parties interested in 
submitting Expressions of Interest to the BCI should do so before 12noon on Monday, 30th 
April, 2007.  Please note that all Expressions of Interest received will be made available 
publicly following consideration by the BCI.


Expressions of Interest should be forwarded to the address below:


The Head of Broadcasting


Broadcasting Commission of Ireland


2-5 Warrington Place


Dublin 2


Phone: 01 644 1200


E-mail: pkelly@bci.ie 

2.
SUBMISSIONS OF EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Please read the following guidance notes before completing the Expression of Interest Form. 
1.1 Format: The expression of interest should be presented in English or Irish in the format outlined hereinafter and should include all of the information requested therein. Incomplete submissions will not be considered as valid expressions of interest. Submissions should generally not exceed four pages. 

1.2 Submission: The expression of interest must be completed in typescript or in block capitals in black ink and be presented in an A4 format. All pages should be numbered.  One electronic copy of the same expression of interest, in PDF format, should be submitted for publication on the BCI’s website.  All copies must reach the BCI’s offices by 12pm on 30th April 2007.
1.3 Public Access: Expressions of interest will be made available for public inspection at the BCI’s offices once they have been considered by the BCI (www.bci.ie).
1.4 Confidential Information: The BCI may deny members of the public access to material forming part of an expression of interest where it seems appropriate that such material should be treated as confidential. Information that may be deemed to be of a confidential nature includes, inter alia, information that is commercially sensitive and information, the disclosure of which, would involve a breach of a confidentiality obligation which the respondent owes to a third party.

Note: Information considered by the respondent to be confidential must be presented in an annexe to the expression of interest. The annexe should be marked “confidential”. The reasons for believing that the information is confidential must be set out by the respondent. Where the BCI believes material placed in a confidential annexe should be made available for inspection, it will seek to reach an agreement with the respondent regarding the extent of disclosure. If an agreement cannot be reached, the BCI will treat the relevant information as having been withdrawn

1.5 Freedom of Information: Information may be made available further to requests under the Freedom of Information Act, 1997. The BCI undertakes to consult about the publication of any information that was agreed to be confidential at the time of submission, before making a decision on any Freedom of Information request received.
3. FORMAT FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
1. 
Respondent:
1.1 Please provide a general description of the person/entity making the submission.
1.2 Please provide your contact details (name of contact person, address, telephone and email).
1.3 Please provide details of the background and/or relevant experience of the respondent in the context of providing the proposed service. 

2.
Franchise Area and Community to be Served:

2.1 Please define the proposed franchise area in geographic terms.  A map should also be enclosed. 

2.2 Please provide a description of the community to be served.
3.
Technical:



3.1
Please provide general details of the proposed transmission site to provide to the franchise area.

3.2 
Please give a general indication of the number, type and location of the studio(s) required to deliver the proposed service.

4.
Programme Service:
4.1 Please provide a general description of the format and content of the proposed programme service. 
4.2 
Please indicate how the service proposed will add to the diversity of existing 
programming within the franchise area and meet the needs of the target community.

4.3 
Please provide indicative details of the hours of broadcasting per day/week.
4.4 
Please indicate your general approach to the following areas: 

4.4.1
news and current affairs programming;

4.4.2
speech programming; and
4.4.3
music programming.

5.
Operational details:
5.1 Please describe the general operational and economic model envisaged in respect of the proposed service (please include details of any syndicated networks envisaged).
5.2       Please provide indicative details of:

· the proposed organisational structure (management and staffing); and
· key income sources envisaged and the anticipated running costs of the service for the first three years of the service. 
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