BCI Survey Content:  Towards Development of a Code on Taste and Decency

Brief outline of content:

Research Approach

· Face to face interviews with most sensitive issues administered as a self completion questionnaire.

· Interviews undertaken in respondents own homes.

· Sample is representative of Irish population aged 15+.

· Sample size = 1,000.

· Interviews undertaken at 63 locations throughout ROI.

· Fieldwork: 30th August – 28th September 2005
The Irish population (aged 15+) is:


· Predominantly younger (67% are aged under 50yrs)

· Roughly half claim to use the internet

· On balance more regard themselves as liberal than conservative

· More than 4 in 5 have a connection with the church but just 2 in 5 are regular attenders

· TV is very popular. On average Irish adults claim to watch 17.2 hours per week 

Sources of Offence/Actions:

· The Irish public is offended by TV and Radio. Just three in ten claimed they have never been offended.

Most top of mind sources of offence are:

· Violence

· Violence against children

· Sex

· Swearing

Excluding the top 4 sources there are fragmented reports of offence on TV from a wide and disparate range of issues. On prompting with a list of 13 possible sources of offence on TV or Radio the sensitivity towards violence, sex and swearing is underlined.

Two in five rank violence, sex and swearing in the top 3 sources of offence.

Next most likely sources of offence for approx ¼ of adults are:

· How people with disabilities are shown/talked about

· How children are shown/talked about

· How drugs are shown/talked about

In response to offence, few complain (5%), most (48%) claim to look away, switch channels or switch off.  17% claim to do nothing.

Violence:

Two aspects of violence are significantly more offensive than others.

· Violence against children

· Sexual violence such as rape

The context in which violence is shown/talked about has a large bearing on the offence caused.

· Violence is less acceptable on TV than Radio

· Violence in soaps is less acceptable than on detective dramas or documentaries.

· Violence is more acceptable on TV if it is showing reality.

· On Radio the timing of the broadcast impacts on acceptability 

· Violence on late night broadcasts can be more acceptable

Most sensitive to violence on TV and Radio are: Those aged 50+, heavy church attenders, and those who consider themselves conservative.

Attitudes to Sex

· Gay sex is less acceptable than heterosexual sex.

· Explicit sex is less acceptable than implied sex.

· Sex on soaps is least acceptable, followed by sex on documentaries and pay per view channels.

· On Radio, explicit conversations about sex are more acceptable late at night.

· Explicit conversations about sex are least acceptable on afternoon Radio.

Swearing and Coarse Language

Contrary to the situation with violence and sex:

· Sensitivity to swearing/coarse language is stronger with regard to news programming than dramas or soaps.

Least acceptable on TV is:

· Someone being interviewed on the news swearing, closely followed by a sports commentator swearing.

On Radio, swearing is more acceptable at night but swearing is equally unacceptable on afternoon chat shows or stations targeting 15-24 yr olds.

Sensitivity to swearing is higher for older, conservative people who are heavy church attenders.

There is little to choose between the 5 words identified as least acceptable.

The 5 least acceptable words include two racial taunts, Nigger and Paki, a sexual and disability reference, Cunt and Spastic, as well as the term Jesus Fucking Christ

Minorities

· Despite fragmented mention of offence at a spontaneous level, on prompting, insensitive treatment of Minorities is as unacceptable as violence or sex.

· Insensitive treatment of minorities also tends to be less impacted by the context of its airing as compared with sex or violence.

· Least acceptable is perceived insensitivity towards those with disabilities

· There is very little to choose between the acceptability of insensitive treatment of Travellers, gays and lesbians and or immigrants.

· With the exception of those with disabilities, negative statements in the news are much less acceptable than jokes. 

· Offence due to perceived insensitive treatment of Minorities is more commonly felt throughout the population than other causes of offence. 
15-24 yr olds and farmers are marginally less uncomfortable than other groups.
Pre-warnings and the Watershed:

Violence/sexual content and swearing is:

· More acceptable with a pre-warning (57% agree)

· More acceptable at particular times of the day (62% agree)

· 83% feel the watershed rule is a very/fairly good idea.

· One in five can’t name the current watershed time but 61% feel it is after 9pm.

· ¾ feel the watershed should be at 9pm or later.

· More than ½ feel the watershed should be at 10pm or later.
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